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From the PTO Presidents 
Anne Williams and Eileen Noren 

A Publication of the Highcrest Middle School PTO 

www.wilmette39.org/highcrest 

A tremendous thank you to the many volunteers involved in making this 
year’s Book Fair a great success! A special thank you to Liz Kaiser, head 
of Highcrest’s Library Media Center, for all her support of the Book Fair 
Committee. Please be sure to thank our Committee Heads, Marianne 
Marquardt,  Karyn Glass, and Molly Goren and some key volunteers  
Siobhan Hill and Lauren Marwil for all their work.   All proceeds from the 
Book Fair go directly back to our Resource Center to purchase books so 
it’s a win-win situation for Highcrest! 
 

The Youth Connection 6th Grade Dance was a huge success:  over 300  
students in attendance and plenty of adult volunteers.  Thanks to Sharon 
D’Arcy for working on this popular, annual event. 
 

Funding was approved at the February Board PTO meeting, to purchase a 
new mobile computer cart and 20 laptops that will be available to support 
all of the classrooms.  We have 1 ½ carts already in the school that are in 
constant use and this was the number one request for PTO funds.  We 
are thrilled to be able to offer this mobile cart to enrich activities in the 
classroom. 
 

Art Awareness for the 5th and 6th graders is in full swing.  Many thanks 
to Leigh Rocklin and Patti Perry for the countless hours they have put 
into crafting these presentations and bringing them to the classrooms.  
Leonardo DaVinci, Monet, and Gaudi are just a few of the artists being 
studied.  Leigh and Patti still need volunteers to help make presentations 
and hang artwork.  If you can help in your child’s class or have an hour 
free to put up some art, please contact Leigh at Lrocklin@mindspring.com  
or Patti at mikep@afscmeillinois.org .  Each child in Highcrest benefits 
from this program so if you haven’t had a chance to volunteer - here’s 
your opportunity 
 

The Highcrest yearbook is currently in production.   Tara Kochman,  
Andriani Economou, Judy Leisher, and  Debbie Garmanian are     Continued... 
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...From the PTO Presidents (continued) 
 

going full speed to get this year’s edition ready to go to print.  We hope you all took time to  
order this special keepsake for your student.   You haven’t yet missed your chance - you can still 
place your order (see below). 
 
We have heard the singing and the laughter… so we know the Variety Show auditions are taking 
place.  Directed by Nili Wronski, the Variety Show is a beloved part of the Highcrest  
experience.  We look forward to another fun, homespun production in May.   
 

The nominating committee, is hard at work putting together the Executive Slate and general 
PTO board for 2006-2007 . While many positions have been filled, there are still plenty of ways 
to become involved in Highcrest, through the General Board. Please review the General Board 
position descriptions that are included in this newsletter. As they say, many hands make light 
work, and the people that benefit are your children.   If you are interested in any of these  
opportunities, contact  Anne Williams at 251-7626 or annewilliams3@sbcglobal.net. Your time will 
be well spent! 
 

A special thanks to our two Clubs Chairs Emily Woodrow and Lori Mulhern for doing an amazing 
job putting together such a great clubs program for the year, and working tirelessly to get as 
many students into as many spots as they could.  Its been a great year for clubs thanks to the 
two of them and our wonderful teachers who taught the clubs. 
 

Thanks also to our hospitality co-chairs Ruth Borushek, Molly Higgins and Kathleen Connelly for 
organizing a wonderful warm soup lunch for the teachers this month.  We noted there were many 
going back for seconds and not a drop was left at the end!" 
 
 

Eileen Noren    Anne Williams 
Eileennor@aol.com    annewilliams3@sbcglobal.net  
 

Order your Highcrest Yearbook Now!!! 
 
Please submit a check for $20.00 per book made payable to the  
Highcrest PTO.  Include your child's name and homeroom 
teacher's name on your check. 
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Highcrest General PTO Board Job Descriptions 
 
 
PTO General Board is comprised of the following positions. If you are interested in serving on the 2006-2007 
PTO General Board, please make a check mark next to all positions of interest, and return the form to PTO 
Presidents,  Highcrest Middle School, 569 Hunter Road Wilmette, IL 60091 or call Anne Williams at 847-251-
7626 (email: annewilliams3@sbcglobal.net) or Eileen Noren at 847-853-9340 (email Eileennor@aol.com ) 
 
Art Awareness: Plans and implements an art enrichment program for the 5 th and 6th graders. Also displays 
student artwork in the cafeteria 
 
Assistant Treasurer: Assists the Treasurer by performing duties such as depositing funds and keeping 
records. 
 
Birthday Books: Organizes monthly birthday lists so parents may donate books to the resource center in a 
child’s name. 

 
Book Fair: Organizes and Runs the book fair in late February. 
 
Cafeteria Coordinators: Recruits and coordinates lunchroom volunteers.  5 th and 6th grade chairs are needed.  
 
Career Day: Recruits Highcrest parent volunteers of differing occupations to address the individual 5th and 6th 
grade classes during one morning session in April. 
 
Chorus Liaison - arranges for volunteers to help distribute shirts at the beginning of the year and 
recruits parents to assist at chorus performances. 
 
Civics and Safety: Attends to all matters pertaining to safety of children. You would meet monthly with the 
Wilmette police department. 
 
Clubs: Organizes and facilitates the PTO and self-supporting after school clubs for fall and spring sessions. 
 
Community Review Committee (CRC): Acts as Highcrest’s representative to the District-wide CRC that 
studies the needs and problems of the school system and reports information to the School Board. Sub-
committees generally meet at night. 
 
Directory: Handles all facets of the publication of the Highcrest School directory, including duplication, binding 
and distribution. 
 
District 39 Educational Foundation Liaison: Attends the District 39 Educational Foundation meetings and 
reports for the Highcrest News. 
 
Environmental Awareness: Initiates projects within the school to promote environmental concerns and acts 
as liaison between Highcrest and the Village-Wide PTO environmental committee. 
 
Family Awareness Network (FAN): Attends monthly FAN meetings, usually held on Wednesday afternoons 
and reports to he PTO board. 
 
Family to Family: Coordinates a welcoming event for families new to District 39. Also coordinates assistance 
to Highcrest families facing challenges or loss. 
 
Games Room:  Recruit and coordinate volunteers for this 2-day winter recess option that runs 
from Dec. to March.   
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Highcrest General PTO Board Job Descriptions (continued) 
 
Gift Wrap: Organizes the sale and distribution of gift wrap as a fundraiser. 
 
Highcrest Headlines:  prepares weekly newsletter to go home to Highcrest families. 
 
Hospitality: Sets up refreshments for the PTO Welcome Coffee at the “Meet Your Teacher” event the day 
before school starts. Also organizes teacher appreciation luncheon and coordinates the old board/new board 
luncheon in the spring. 
 
Landscaping: This chairperson works to improve the landscaping around Highcrest and tends to the courtyard 
area. 
 
Membership: Coordinates and keeps records of PTO membership enrollment and collection of dues. 
 
Newsletter Editor: Edits and formats articles that are submitted for the Highcrest News and prepares for 
printing by an outside printing company. 
 
Newsletter Mailing: Manages the distribution of the Highcrest News to classrooms and other recipients within 
the district once a month??? 
  
Outdoor Classroom: Coordinate student activities and parent volunteers in the outdoor classroom. 
 
Resource Room Volunteers: Recruits volunteers to work in the Resource Room during lunch periods. 
 
Room Parents Representatives (5th and 6th Grades): Coordinates the sign-up for placement of room parents 
and communicates information to the room parents throughout the year. 
 
School Logo Merchandise: Organizes the sale and distribution of Highcrest school logo merchandise. 
 
School Store: Orders supplies for school store and coordinates staffing for Tuesday and Thursday store 
shifts. 
 
Special Events:  coordinates  5th Grade Connections and Freaky Friday, the Highcrest Halloween party. 
 
Spring Family Event:  coordinates the spring event for Highcrest families. 
 
Variety Show: Oversees all aspects of the production of the Highcrest Variety show, usually held in the spring. 
 
Website Manager: Collects and updates information about Highcrest for the Highcrest website. 
 
Yearbook:  coordinates production of the Highcrest Hawk Yearbook. 
 
Youth Connection Liaison: Provides information regarding events and needs of the Youth Connection Board 
and the Highcrest PTO. There is one monthly meeting held on a Monday evening. 
 
 

 NAME: ___________________________________________________ 
 
 ADDRESS: ________________________________________________ 
 
 EMAIL:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
 PHONE: __________________________________________________ 
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Dear Highcrest Families, 
 
The year is flying by, we can’t believe it is already March.  February was filled of course with 
Valentine’s, but also with field trips, recitals, and the Youth Connection Dance.  March will be 
just as busy with Stringapalooza, ISAT’s, assemblies, and Science Expo for the 6th graders. 

 
The ISAT’s will be March 13 – 20 and 21, with make up tests March 22 - 25. This year 
our 5th and 6th graders will be taking the ISAT assessment in the areas of Reading and 
Mathematics.  It is important that students are present during each day of the testing, so 
please try not to make appointments during this week that would require your child to miss 
part of school.  Also, besides asking them to do their best, it is important that they get a lot 
of rest and some breakfast prior to coming to school. 

 
March is also the time when, we hope, the weather will be getting warmer and students will be 
riding their bikes to school.  With more children on the sidewalks, streets, and in the cross 
walks, please be cautious, especially when dropping off or picking up children at school.  It is 
important to remind your child to wear a helmet if they ride their bike, and also it is a good 
idea to review the “rules of the road” for bicyclists as well as pedestrians.  And just as  
important… as drivers we need to be alert and watchful!  It is important that we set the 
example for our children by following posted signs and observing the rights of  
pedestrians, even if we are in a hurry. 
 
One last reminder about our morning drop off – please remember the front drive is closed to 
drop offs from 8:15 – 9:00am (only buses and staff can enter at this time).  Please use the 
south parking lot, Washington, or Illinois Roads to drop off your child. 
 
Have a great March – Happy St. Patrick’s Day and Happy Spring! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cathy Rosen 
Elizabeth Schuering 
 
 

P.S.  If you would like to be on Dr. Rosen’s email list to receive the Highcrest Hawk  
via email – just send an email with your child’s name to:  rosenc@wilmette39.org 

 

Office News 
Dr. Cathy Rosen, Principal  
Elizabeth Schuering, Asst. Principal 
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From the Superintendent’s Desk 
Dr. Glenn “Max” McGee 

 
Last week, a gentleman named John stopped 
me after a Rotary Club meeting to let me know 
that he thought our mission of “Teaching  
Tomorrow’s Leaders” was misguided because it 
gave our students a sense of entitlement.   
Never being one to shy away from a good  
argument, I spent the next fifteen minutes 
engaged in some, ahem,  “energetic dialogue,” 
which concluded with an open invitation to tour 
our schools.  I shared with him that whenever 
I visit the schools, including twenty minutes in 
the Junior High lunchroom yesterday (there is 
no truth to the rumor that it will be the  
setting for the next “Survivor” series).  I am 
so proud of our children and so excited about 
their future and ours under their leadership. 
 
What I see are future family leaders, i.e.  
future parents, who will instill the same  
enthusiastic spark for learning and discovery  
in their own children that I see in them today.   
These future family leaders are growing to be 
considerate and compassionate individuals as 
well.   By and large they are respectful to 
adults and their peers.   In fact, one principal 
told me this week, “Max, if I have two  
discipline matters to handle, it’s a bad week.”   
Also, it is refreshing to have adolescents greet 
you heartily, look you in the eye and be at ease 
in casual conversation.   These traits will serve 
them well as adults. 
 
What I see are future community leaders who 
have a sense of responsibility about “giving 
back” to their neighborhoods and villages.   
From big events such as Katrina relief efforts 

  
to working cooperatively on a project or  
assignment, our students are learning that 
they make a difference when they get engaged 
and involved. 
 
What I see are future leaders in their chosen 
professions who will bring a solid academic 
foundation, exceptional work ethic, and uncom-
promising integrity to their workplace.   No 
matter what classroom I visit or what subject 
I see being taught, I always see students hard 
at work, trying hard to do their best and eager 
to discuss their learning with me.  Our  
teachers deserve enormous credit – as do you – 
for helping each boy and girl acquire the 
knowledge, skills, values and disposition they 
will need to be responsible citizens, parents, 
workers and leaders. 
 
Yes, John, Teaching Tomorrow’s Leaders is as 
far from entitlement as Curious George is 
from George Clooney.*   Teaching Tomorrow’s 
Leaders is all about assuring that every  
student in District 39 leaves with the aca-
demic knowledge, critical thinking skills, self-
confidence and sound values to solve difficult 
problems; to contribute to his or her family, 
community and profession; to “give back” or 
“look out” for those less privileged; and to help 
and inspire others to achieve great things in 
life. 
 
Although I’m still waiting for John to take me 
up on my offer to tour our schools – including 
our lunchrooms, which seriously are really fun  

Continued on page 7... 
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...From the Superintendent’s Desk (continued) 
 

for the kids and buzzing but orderly –  I hope that you can find a little time to spend with us 
during the school day.   It is refreshing and renewing to see Tomorrow’s Leaders learning and 
growing and you are always welcome. 
 

For your children, 
Max McGee 
 

* The inspiration for this reference is my two-year-old grandson, Trent, who spent all last 
weekend asking us to read George Clooney while dragging in his Curious George book.  Every 
weekend brings a new surprise with Trent, but this one really cracked us up and totally  
mystified us since neither we nor his parents can barely name a George Clooney movie.  When 
I dropped Trent off at preschool Tuesday morning, I found out why.  His very young and     
talented preschool teacher had already decorated for Valentine’s Day with a big heart  
framing a picture of George Clooney and has the actor’s picture on her desk.   The kids know 
his name as well as hers. Brother. 

  The Highcrest School Store     
 
  

The School Store is a busy place these days………..we are trying to sell some 
new items, so come and see what we have!  We are also looking for a few more volunteers to fill 
in empty time slots in the next few months. Please e-mail us if you are able to work any of the 
following times: 
 

                 Thursday, March 23rd       Thursday April 13th      Thursday April 27th        
 

The School Store will continue to sell Assignment Notebooks throughout the school year at the 
cost of $6 each. If a 5th grade student needs to replace a lost calculator, they can purchase 
one in the school office for $15 each. 
 

Calling all 6th graders: We have sheets of adhesive titles for your Science Expo Project 
Board….they include Purpose, Problem, Hypothesis, Materials, Variables, Procedure, Data, 
Graph, Results, and Conclusion. They are available in different colors as well. 
 

If you would like to become a part of the Highcrest PTO Board and run the School Store, give 
us a call. It is a fun job……….and you always have lots of volunteers to work when the Store is 
open. 
 

Come see us in the Highcrest School Store……..and happy shopping! 
 

Mimi Dray    mdrayvwpto@aol.com 
Melissa Sloan  msloanarts@comcast.net 
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Happy Birthday to your 
Highcrest student! 

 
 

We'd like to invite you to commemorate this special day by purchasing a book 
for the Highcrest Resource Center.  Your contribution will add to the richness 
and variety of our school library and will be enjoyed by the students for years to 
come.   
  
To make a donation and purchase a Birthday Book, fill out the form below, 
attach a check made payable to the Highcrest PTO and return to the Birthday 
Book basket in the school office.  The average cost of a new library bound book 
is $22. 

  
After your donation form and check have been received, around the time of your 
child's birthday, your child will be notified via their homeroom teacher to go to 
the Resource Center to select their book.  A personalized bookplate with the 
message you choose will be placed inside. 

  
Thank you for making a lasting donation to our school library! 

  
Sincerely, 

  
Stacy Hawks (shawks@kraft.com)      Julie Bode (julielbode@yahoo.com) 

  

  
  

Birthday Book Program Form 
  

Child's name________________________________________________________  
  
Birth date  _____________________________ 
  
Home 
Address____________________________________________________________ 
  
Teacher's 
name___________________________________________________________ 
  
Personal message for 
bookplate_____________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
  
Please make the check payable to the Highcrest PTO and return to 
the decorated box in the school office 
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Big turnout for the Annual 6th Grade TGIF at Highcrest Middle School. Approximately 300 
6th graders from Highcrest and St. Joseph School attended Youth Connection’s February 10th 
TGIF event. Total Entertainment generously donated the services of a seven-member party 
crew that DJ’d the event, organized games, and supplied prizes and giveaways. Also  
contributing to the success of the event was Homers Ice Cream, which donated gift  
certificates for prizes. 
 

Into the Woods, This year’s Youth Connection play, will be performed Friday, April 28th, 
7:30 pm, and Saturday, April 29th, 1:30 pm, at the WJHS Auditorium. An ambivalent  
Cinderella? A blood-thirsty Little Red Ridinghood? A Prince Charming with a roving eye? A 
Witch...who raps? They're all among the cockeyed characters in James Lapine and Stephen 
Sondheim's fractured fairy tale. For more information, please contact Bonnie Groner at 
847-254-2224 
 

Valentines greetings for patients at Evanston Hospital 
H.O.P.E., Youth Connection’s service activity, made Valentines Day cards for dozens of  
transitional care patients at Evanston Hospital this past month. In March, students  
participating in H.O.P.E. will be making fleece blankets for residents of a women’s shelter in  
the area. 

Youth Connection  
Activities 

Around the corner is Spring  
The HMS students will sing 
 
The Outdoor Classroom will open 
Sooner than later we’re hopein’ 
 
We’ll open when it gets warm 
When there are no more storms 
 
Be on the look out  
Have no doubt 
 
Sign- ups will begin to appear 
So please volunteer  Please e-mail Amy Dillon (amy@dillon.net) or Anne 

Thompson (afieldthomp@aol.com) if you have questions, 
want to volunteer or coach us on poetry! 
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Don’t Miss It! 
The Sam Mikaelian Fine Arts Event 

Saturday, April 22nd 
Featuring: 

The Jubilate Children’s Choir and Holy Goat Percussion 
Tickets free to Wilmette residents 

 
On April 22nd, the renowned Jubilate Children’s Choir will partner with The Holy Goat Ensemble, a West 
African percussion troupe.  The event is sponsored by the Sam Mikaelian Fine Arts Fund of the District 39 
Educational Foundation.  This concert promises to have you and your family singing and dancing to the 
exciting rhythms of West Africa!  
 
Tickets for this exciting event are free, but they must be requested in advance.  You can submit your 
request by mail or in person to the Mikaelian Education Center at 615 Locust Road, Wilmette, anytime 
before noon, March 24, 2006.  A lottery will be held if requests for tickets exceed available seating.  
     Please remember to include a self-addressed, stamped envelope so your ticket can be mailed back to 
you.  To offer the greatest opportunity to all, ticket requests will be limited to 5 per household. If tickets 
remain following the lottery, requests for additional tickets will be honored on a first-come, first-serve basis 
through the Educational Foundation telephone, 853-3939.   
   District 39 residents and employees are invited to attend; school age children and their families from 
every school in Wilmette are welcome!   

 
Please fill out the form below to receive your complimentary tickets. 

 

Number of tickets requested (up to 5) ___________  

Indicate performance preference by checking the box: 

  4:00 PM 6:00 PM No preference 

1st choice       

Name__________________________________________________________________  

Address________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Contact me by (phone and/or email) __________________________________________ 

• Ticket deadline is noon, Friday, March 24, 2006. 

Mail request to MEC, Attention: Tickets, 615 Locust Rd., Wilmette 60091 or request online at 
www.D39Foundation.org 

The District 39 Educational Foundation sponsors complimentary cultural arts events for the community 
through our Sam Mikaelian Fine Arts Fund. This special endowment was created in 1998 in honor of the 

retiring superintendent’s 31 years of exceptional service to the District. 
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Highcrest Variety Show 2006  
March Rehearsals  

Time March 20(Monday)   March 21 (Tuesday)   March 23 
(Thursday) 

  

3:50-4:00 The Devils   The Dynamite Show   Princess Madeleine   
4:00-4:10 Erika & Katie   The Bullfrogs   Peter + Arthur   
4:10-4:20 Erika   Fatima   Matthew Later on 

Ocarina 
  

4:20-4:30 Respects   Ben,Chris,Luke & ?: 
Crossfire 

  Lean on Me   

4:30-4:40 Z minor   Jon & Henry   Xilin Group   
4:40-4:50 Vote for Pedro   Highcrest’s Next 

Top Model 
  Highcrest’s Next 

Top Model? 
  

4:50-5:00 Maura & Elizabeth   EMA Group       
5:00-5:10 How Barbie Found 

Ken 
  National Anthem   Missing An Action   

5:10-5:20 Mamma, I’m a Big 
Girl Now 

  Twinkle Toes   EOTM   

5:20-5:30 Everyone/All alone   Rush   The 7 Bananas   
5:30-5:40 Who wants to be 

on television 
      Emily, Alanna, 

Devin & Abby 
  

5:40-5:50 Pass the Dutch  
Ladies 

          

5:50-6:00 Soul Sisters           
6:00-6:10 What I’ve been 

looking for 
          

6:10-6:20             
6:20-6:30 Something 2 be 

known 
      CRASH   

Is your child having a Bar/Bat Mitzvah while in District 39?   
 
If so, please let us know so we can keep a list and hopefully avoid date conflicts.  Current 
sixth grade families can contact Teri Merens at 853-1490 or Buckswin03@aol.com.  Current 
fifth grade families can contact Gail Adler at 853-8600 or Gail_Adler@TJX.com.    
 

We look forward to hearing from you!             
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 Highcrest Cafeteria Volunteers 
    March 2006 

Please note that due to the change in period times - the lunch period has been  
extended.  The new time for volunteers is:  10:25 am until 12:45 pm. 

Cafeteria Volunteer Coordinators:   
 Mary Lyman (Aug-Nov)  853-1138  mommymare@aol.com 
 Sharon D’Arcy (Dec-Feb) 256-1712  tom.darcy@comcast.net 
 Sue Gault (Mar-Jun)  256-5369 

Mondays  6,13,20 
Judy Leisher    853-8816 
Anne Thompson    251-6605 
Arlyn Stern    853-9324 
Cory Conti    256-5303 
Marsha Pesavento   853-0238 
Sandy Zajecka    256-7914 
 

Tuesdays 7, 14,21 
JoAnn Berquist    251-8535 
Pam Warnick    256-7528 
Kristen Murray    251-1282 
Cathy Albrecht    920-1496 
Allyson Haut    256-2941 
Jodi Newmark    853-0401 
  

Wednesdays 1, 8, 15, 22 
Lisa Tatgenhorst    251-5959 
Lisa LeFevre    630-5040 
Liz Peterson Hall    251-6048 
Karen DelMonaco    251-3108 
Sheila Brennan    251-6345 
Susan Campbell    853-0559 

Thursdays 2, 9, 16, 23 
Barb Brewer    251-8502 
DeAnne Johnson    853-0804 
Celia Nelson    910-3282 
Joy Kolstad    920-0272 
Donna Nye    251-2798 
 
 

Fridays  3, 10, 17, 24 
Nancy Tierney    853-0747 
Kathleen Boehm    256-2888 
Judy Schnecke    256-8631 
Conchita Valdes    251-0726 
Arunya Hori    853-8257 

 

  
 
   
 
 

If you are looking for a way to volunteer your talents, the District 39 
Foundation needs your help! 

 

Web designer:  Enhance and update the Foundation's website to make it a better  
marketing, fundraising and information tool.  We are hoping to do this work in April and 
May of this school year. 
 

Graphic designer:  Create a new look and logo for the Foundation to enhance our market-
ing efforts.  We are hoping to do this work between March and May of this school year. 
  
If you are interested, please call Alice Schaff at 847-251-1351. 
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 HIGHCREST MIDDLE SCHOOL LUNCH MENU 
MARCH 2006 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

  1 
HAM 
MACARONI/C
HEESE 
SALAD 
FRENCH BRD 
DESSERT 

2 
SALAMI 
PIZZA 
SALAD 
SOUP 
DESSERT 

3 
TUNA 
BAKED POT 
BAR 
SALAD 
DESSERT 

6 
SALAMI 
HOT DOGS 
CHIPS 
VEGGIES 
DESSERT 

7 
HAM 
B-B-Q 
WINGS 
MOZARELLA 
STICKS 
CELERY 
DESSERT 

8 
I BEEF 
CHEESE 
RAVIOLI 
FRENCH 
BREAD 
FRUIT 

9 
BLT 
PIZZA 
SALAD 
SOUP 
DESSERT 

10 
EGG SALAD 
CHEFS  SAL 
SOUP 
BREAD 
STICKS 
DESSERT 

13 
HAM 
BAGELS 
SALAD 
SOUP 
DESSERT 

14 
SALAMI 
NACHOS/ 
CHEESE SAU 
TACO MEAT 
VEGGIES 
DESSERT 

15 
I BEEF 
TURKEY SUB 
CHIPS 
VEGGIES 
PICKLES 
DESSERT 

16 
TUNA SALAD 
PIZZA 
SALAD 
SOUP 
ITALIAN ICE 

17 
EGG SALAD 
BREAK FOR 
LUNCH 
FRENCH TST 
HASH 
BROWNS 
TURKEY SAU 
APPLESAUCE 

20 
SALAMI 
GRILLED 
CHEESE 
SOUP 
VEGGIES 
FRUIT 

21 
BLT 
MEAT 
LASAGNA 
SALAD 
BREAD STICK 
ITALIAN ICE 

22 
HAM 
CHICKEN 
CAESAR SAL 
SOUP 
MUFFIN 
FRUIT 

23 
EGG SALAD 
PIZZA 
SALAD 
SOUP 
DESSERT 

24 
TUNA SALAD 
CHICKEN 
PATTY/BUN 
VEGGIES 
SOUP 
CHIPS 
FRUIT 

LUNCHES ARE   $2.35 FOR STUDENTS WITH MILK INCLUDED 

TURKEY SANDWICHES AVAILABLE DAILY 

1ST ITEM SANDWICH OF THE DAY 
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5th Grade Enrichment Programs 
 
This Spring, the PTO is sponsoring three significant Enrichment programs for fifth graders. 
  
In early March, the fifth graders will go on a field trip to The Naperville Settlement, a 19th  
Century living museum. The students will participate in the “School for Tools” program, by  
working with 19th-century tools to learn what it took to do every-day chores like saw wood, print 
a newspaper, or shape metal in the days of their great-great grandparents. The purpose of this 
field trip is to enhance the fifth grade’s study of early America. For more information, go to 
www.napersettlement.org. 
  
“Life Begins” is an in-school program that will supplement the fifth grade study of the human 
body. Periodically during the month of April, the Health World museum will present programs on 
the miracle of human development from conception to birth, including discussion of the  
reproductive system. The museum’s website is at www.healthworldmuseum.org. 
  
The annual Civil War Reenactment will take place on May 17th. The students will spend a full day 
with costumed actors who are experts in Civil War history.  
The students will participate in reenactments of actual  
Civil War battles and learn about the life of the soldier.  
Weather permitting, a soldier on horseback will present  
cavalry drills. Parents are welcome to attend the outdoor  
presentations in the afternoon. More information will be  
provided as the date approaches.  
See home.att.net/~p104il/school_index.html. 
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Sixth Grade Gifted/Talented Programs and Services 
 

Prior to sixth grade, we look at all students for talent in language arts and math.  Students who 
show mathematical ability are identified for the sixth grade accelerated math program.  Those 
showing talent in language arts are placed in homerooms where they receive differentiated  
services in their language arts classroom.  A team of teachers works with the assistant principal 
to make both identifications. 
 

The identification process begins with data analysis.  The team looks at the past five years of 
test scores.  We analyze the students’ scores who were identified those years.  Next, we look at 
this year’s scores and identify a natural break in the scores around the ninetieth percentile.  We 
aim at identifying approximately the top ten percent of the class for math and language arts 
separately; however, these vary from year to year.  Once we have established a tentative cutoff, 
we look closely at the students directly above and below the cutoff.  The team consults with all 
teachers who have worked with these students before finalizing the identification.   
 

We use data from the following fifth grade standardized tests for identification: 
 
 Accelerated Math     Language Arts Talent 
 CogAT Verbal     CogAT Verbal 
 CogAT Quantitative    CogAT Quantitative 
 CogAT Non Verbal     CogAT Non Verbal 
 ITBS Concepts and Estimation   ITBS Reading Comprehension 
 ITBS Problem Solving    ITBS Vocabulary 
 ITBS Computation     Terra Nova Reading and Language Arts 
 Terra Nova Concepts    Terra Nova Vocabulary 
 Terra Nova Computation 
 
The sixth grade accelerated math program covers the sixth grade curriculum at an accelerated 
pace and explores seventh grade concepts.  Students see the accelerated math teacher daily 
throughout the entire school year during their scheduled math period.  Students are placed in all 
sixth grade homerooms and their accelerated math period is aligned with their team schedule. 
 
The Differentiation Support Teacher collaborates, co-teaches, and acts as resource to the  
language arts classroom teachers.  Through these services, identified students receive  
differentiated instruction.  Clusters of identified language arts students are placed across eight 
homerooms. 
 
Identification letters are sent home two weeks before school starts in August.  If you have  
further questions, please contact the assistant principal Elizabeth Schuering at x123. 
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Parent Education Calendar 
 

The North Shore Parent Education Consortium (PEC) develops, coordinates and produces 
educational programs for all New Trier Township parents.  PEC is comprised of representatives 
from the community and parent/teacher organizations who, in partnership with The Book Stall at 
Chestnut Court in Winnetka, offer programs on relevant and timely parenting topics through joint 
planning and shared resources. PEC acts as a centralized source of information on parent 
resources/programs that promote stronger schools, family and community life. 
 
March 1, "Finding the Balance: Your Teen’s Mental and Emotional Health," 7:00 p.m., 
Highland Park High School, Room A240, 433 Vine Avenue, Highland Park, 60035. Focusing on 
teen behavior, this panel discussion will look at what is “typical” and what kinds of behavior 
should raise red flags. Charlotte Rampage, Ph.D, of the Family Institute; Kevin Caines, HPHS 
school psychologist; Bob Gottlieb, Director of Special Services for District 113; and Pat Cannon,
HPHS Counseling Dept. Chair, will answer how one knows when a teenager needs help. 
Presented by the Highland Park High School PTO. 
 

March 6, “The Latest Information on Drugs Being Abused by Youth,” 9:45 – 11:15 a.m., 
Gorton Community Center, Room 1861, 400 E. Illinois Rd., Lake Forest, 60045. Officer Baker 
will teach parents about new and existing drugs, including dangerous inhalants (huffing), that our 
local youth are experimenting with now.  Become familiar with the vocabulary, the paraphernalia, 
and the effects in order to keep your kids safe. You will find out where to go, what to do, or what 
to say if you suspect your child or a friend’s child might be experimenting. Q & A session to 
follow. Registration, 847/295-9075, fax 847/295-9076, email LEAD9075@aol.com  

March 13, “Teacher Initiative Grants In Use!” 7:00 p.m., Skokie Community Room, Skokie 
School, 520 Glendale Avenue, Winnetka.  Hear teacher representatives from each Winnetka 
school discuss academic programs they have developed using teacher initiative grants from the 
Winnetka Public Schools Foundation. Find out how these initiatives are unfolding in the 
classroom and enhancing learning. Co-sponsored by the Winnetka Central PTA and Winnetka 
Public Schools. 
 
March 14, "ADHD Across the Life Span," 7 p.m., Cornog Auditorium, New Trier High School, 
7 Happ Road, Northfield, 60093.  Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder doesn't just go away 
when someone graduates from high school.  Rather, in many cases, it is a life-long challenge that 
with understanding and attention can be managed and even capitalized on for channeling a 
person's energy and creativity. Dr. Bennett Leventhal, Director of the newly formed Center for 
Child Mental Health and Developmental Neuroscience at UIC's Institute for Juvenile 
Research, will discuss cutting edge translational research on the causes and prevention in brain 
development that interfere with social functioning. His wide-ranging scientific contributions will 
be shared. Sponsored by NT PPASS, PASS 39 and Wilmette Public Schools District 39. Two 
CPDU credits for attending. Questions, 847/441-1067.  
 

March 16, "Central Auditory Processing Deficits," 7:00 p.m., Sulzer Regional  
Library, 4455 N. Lincoln Avenue, Chicago, 60640.  Does your child’s behavior and 
performance improve in quieter settings?  Does your child have difficulty following 
directions?  Are conversations hard for your child to follow?  Are there reading, spelling,  
writing, or other speech-language difficulties?  These behaviors may be a sign of  
Central Auditory Processing Deficits.  Jeanane Ferre, Ph.D will describe various tests  
and diagnostic performance profiles of CAPD.  Practical intervention strategies that can 
 be implemented by parents and teachers will be highlighted. 
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March 21, "Tweaking the Dream: Modifying Hopes, Expectations, and Behaviors when 
Parenting Children with Emotional and Behavioral Needs," 7:30 – 9:30 p.m., New Trier 
Northfield campus, Room C234, 7 Happ Road, Northfield, 60093.  You are not alone…and 
uncharted waters can lead to positive and productive destinations for children with emotional 
and/or behavioral needs!  The journey is challenging and often accompanied by stress, 
bewilderment and a profound sense of loss of the parental dreams so carefully nurtured and 
unwittingly reinforced by society at large.  Is it possible to “tweak” your expectations to more 
accurately reflect a child’s strengths and challenges and allow for the necessary adaptations so 
they can develop into competent, contributing adults?  This panel of professionals and parents 
will share insights and strategies.  RSVP to Karen Noonan, NSSED Director of Programs at 847-
831-5100 ext. 210 by March 17. 
 
March 21, "From College to Career," 7:00 – 9:30 p.m., Winnetka Community House, 620 
Lincoln Ave., Winnetka, 60093.  Parents have more influence on their children’s career decisions 
than friends, teachers, or school counselors. Pamela Gingold, founder of CareerStart, a career 
coaching firm for college and high school students, will discuss how parental influence can assist 
a child in making sound career decisions and give him or her a competitive edge in the job search 
process. Program fee is $35. For on-line registration go to www.winnetkacommunityhouse.org  
 
April 10, “Crazybusy,” 7:00 p.m., Wilmette Junior High School, 620 Locust Road, Wilmette, 
60091  Overstretched? Overbooked? Join author Dr.Edward Hallowell, as he discusses strategies 
for coping in a world gone ADD.  Sponsored with The Book Stall. 
 
April 10, “Fostering Self Reliance: for 8th through 12th grade parents,” 9:45 – 11:15 a.m., 
Gorton Community Center, Room 1861, 400 E. Illinois Rd., Lake Forest, 60045. It is important 
to teach young people to learn how to handle challenges effectively before they leave home.
Parents will explore tips with Alice White, L.C.S.W., B.C.D., for helping older adolescents 
become more capable of managing their own lives NOW.  This workshop will provide specific 
strategies to help children feel more competent and prepared for the real world.   Registration, 
847/295-9075, fax 847/295-9076, email LEAD9075@aol.com  
 
April 19,   “More Yes, Your Teen Is Crazy,”  12:45 - 2:30 p.m., Room C234, New Trier High 
School, 7 Happ Road, Northfield, 60093. Back by popular demand!  Dr. Michael Bradley, award-
winning author and counselor, returns to New Trier Township with further insights from nearly 
30 years of counseling parents and children. Dr. Bradley will guide us through the exciting world 
of the teenage brain -- blending solid information with wit, humor and compassion.  Sponsored 
by FAN. 
 
April 19, “A Panel of Parents and Teenagers with Dr. Michael Bradley ,” Evening time and 
location to be announced. Along with a compelling presentation by expert Dr. Michael Bradley, 
parents and teens will square off in friendly rivalry on issues of interest to both parents and 
teenagers.   Audience questions provide the topics for discussion.   
                      
April 24, “Mean Girls Grown Up and Surviving Ophelia,” 7 p.m., Women’s Exchange, 725 
Pine, Winnetka, 60093.  Meet author Cheryl Dellasega, founder of programs designed to help 
adolescent girls overcome relational aggression, who will discuss findings from both her well -
read books. Sponsored by The Book Stall.  
 
 
Questions? Contact Deb Guy at dgguys@comcast.net 

Parent Education Calendar (continued) 
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“Building Confidence and Connections” 

   
    
 
      

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 

 

  Growing Up on the North Shore: 
What’s Important for Parents to Know? 
 
 

Presented by 

Dr. Rebecca van der Bogert 
Winnetka’s Superintendent of Schools 

 
 

Hear words of wisdom from retiring Superintendent Becky van der Bogert.  Benefit from the 
unique perspective of this long-time educator and parent, who has 12 years experience as 
Winnetka’s superintendent of schools.  Learn what she has gleaned about raising children, 
and how her views have been shaped as an administrator and as a parent on the North 
Shore.  Dr. van der Bogert will address a variety of topics including:  

• what are some of the positive and negative considerations in educating 
children here and now 

• how can we best prepare our children for the challenges they may face 
• how can we foster independent & life long learning in our children 
• what are the most important tools and resources that we can give our 

children 
 

Bring your questions for a lively discussion! 
 

 

Wednesday, March 22, 2006  
12:45pm to 2:30pm 

New Trier High School, Northfield Campus 
7 Happ Rd., Building C, Room 234 

 
Dr. Rebecca van der Bogert has been superintendent of Winnetka Public Schools since 1994.  She graduated from 
Harvard University with a Doctorate in Teaching, Curriculum and Learning Environments.  A passionate researcher 

and writer, Dr. van der Bogert has published books, journals and numerous articles on the topics of leadership, 
democracy and learning communities.   She serves on the Board of Directors of the Center for Teacher 

Transformation at the Fetzer Institute, the Advisory Board of the Illinois Collaborative for Academic Social and 
Emotional Learning, the Advisory Board of Erika’s Lighthouse, and the Board of North Suburban Special Education 

District.   
 
 
 

 Open to the public - Suitable for parents with children of all ages. 
For more information and directions, visit our website www.fan-ntts.org 
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Next PTO Meeting  
Wednesday 
March 1st 
9:15 am 

 
Vicki Lundy will speak about  
family nutrition and exercise 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
March 
    1       PTO Meeting - 9:15 am 
    2   Choral Exchange Concert - Grades 5 thru 8 
    7:30 pm 
 13-21 ISAT Tests - Grades 5 and 6 
   22  Grade 6 Science Expo 
   27  NO SCHOOL - Spring break begins 

Not getting the  
Highcrest  

Headlines???? 
 

It comes home on Friday -
- ask your child for it! 
 
 Go to the PTO page 
   on the Highcrest  

website and check it                                               
out.  It will be 
updated every Friday. 
 

To receive the Highcrest Hawk  
via email – just send an email  

with your child’s name to:  
rosenc@wilmette39.org 
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